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TAGS: PFOR, LE, SY 

SUBJECT: LEBANESE SITUATION 

1 . YOU SHOULD TELL ALIGN THAT WE RECEIVED A NOTE FROM THE 
SOVIETS ON APRIL 2 REFERRING TO AMERICAN NAVAL VESSELS IN 
THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN. THE SOVIETS HAVE ALREADY 
PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED THE NOTE, WHICH IMPLIES THAT UNITS OF 
THE SIXTH ELF, FT ARE IN THE AREA EOR PURPOSES OF INTERVENING 
IN LEBANON. WE ARE REPLYING TO THE SOVIETS THAT ALL 
RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENTS SHOULD DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO 
PREVAIL UPON THE FACTIONS IN LEBANON TO SEEK A POLITICAL 
SOLUTION AND REFRAIN FROM FURTHER FIGHTING; THAT WE WILL 
DO ALL WE CAN TO T;IS END; AND THAT WE ARE CONFIDENT, SO 
LONG AS OTHERS EXERCISE SIMILAR RESTRAINT, THAT THE 
DANGERS OF THE PRESENT SITUATION DEVELOPING INTO A WIDER 
CONFLICT CAN BE AVERTED. WE ARE ALSO REMINDING THE SOVIETS 
OF THEIR RESPONSIBILITY TO PRESS EOR RESTRAINT ON THE PART 
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OF THOSE LEBANESE PARTIES THAT THEY SUPPORT, DIRECTLY OR 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


INDIRECTLY. 

2. TELL ALTON THAT WE ASSUME THE SOVIET NOTE IS INTENDED 
TO INTIMIDATE US BUT THAT, OF COURSE, IT WILL HAVE NO SUCH 
EFFECT. OUR FLEET UNITS ARE IN THE AREA FOR THE POSSIBLE 
PURPOSES OF EVACUATION, IF FIGHTING SHOULD BE RENEWED AND 
THE SITUATION DETERIORATES TO THAT POINT, AND AS A 

WARNING TO THE SOVIETS. 

3. I WOULD LIKE ALLON TO KNOW THAT, IN OUR VIEW, THE 
COMING WEEK OR TWO IN LEBANON COULD BE QUITE DECISIVE 

IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CURRENT CRISIS. MAJOR POLITICAL 
MOVES MUST BE AGREED ON AND MADE BY THE LEBANESE GROUPS, 
WHO HAVE NEVER SHOWN MUCH SPIRIT OF COMPROMISE IN SUCH 
SITUATIONS. THE TEMPTATION, PARTICULARLY ON THE PART OF 
THE LEFTISTS UNDER JUMBLATT, TO RENEW THE CONFLICT FOR 
PURPOSES OF FORCING GREATER CONCESSIONS FROM THE OTHER 
SIDE WILL BE GREAT. WE ARE URGING THE GOVERNMENTS WITH 
SOME INFLUENCE ON THE CONTENDING FACTIONS TO DO ALL THEY 
CAN TO PRESS THEM TOWARD COMPROMISE AND AWAY FROM FURTHER 
FIGHTING. IF THE PRESENT CEASEFIRE SHOULD BREAK DOWN 
SERIOUSLY, IT MAY BE VERY DIFFICULT TO PREVENT A MAJOR 
SYRIAN INTERVENTION. 

4. IN THIS SITUATION, WHERE THE JUMBLATT COALITION IS 
MILITARILY STRONGER THAN THE CHRISTIAN, ENCOURAGEMENT 
AND STRENGTHENING OF THE CHRISTIAN HAND COULD WORK IN 
THE DIRECTION OF A POLITICAL SOLUTION BASED ON A UNIFIED 
LEBANON. IT WOULD GIVE THE CHRISTIANS AN IMPROVED 
BARGAINING POSITION AND DISCOURAGE LEFTIST RESORT TO 
FORCE. THIS WILL BE THE CASE, HOWEVER, ONLY IF THE 
CHRISTIANS USE THEIR IMPROVED POSITION TO BARGAIN WITH. 

WE BELIEVE ISRAELIS MAY HAVE IMPRESSION THAT SOME 
CHRISTIANS WOULD USE A STRENGTHENED POSITION AS A BASIS 
TO CREATE PARTITION. WE ARE CONVINCED THIS WOULD LEAD 
TO FURTHER CONFLICT AND INTERVENTION, WITH THE MOST 
SERIOUS RESULTS FOR ALL OF US. IF THIS MATTER COMES UP 

IN ANY OF YOUR DISCUSSIONS, YOU SHOULD HAVE THIS DIS- 
TINCTION CLEARLY IN MIND. 
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5. YOU SHOULD NOT DISCUSS THE FOREGOING WITH ANYONE BUT 
ALLON (OR OF COURSE RABIN), AND YOU SHOULD TELL HIM IT 
MUST BE CLOSELY HELD. 

KISSINGER 
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